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Report
The White House and President’s Park

���� 1.0 Site Description

The White House and President’s Park are located in downtown Washington, D.C.  Origi-
nally laid out by George Washington and Pierre L’Enfant in 1791 as the location of the
official residence of the President of the United States, President’s Park encompasses an
area of approximately 82 acres.  Bounded by H Street, Constitution Avenue, 15th Street,
and 17th Street, this was the first parcel of land acquired for the federal city.  In addition to
the White House, the boundaries of President’s Park encompass the Old Executive Office
Building, the US Treasury Building, Lafayette Park, and the Ellipse.  The Old Executive
Office Building has recently been renamed the “Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Office
Building.”

The jurisdiction of this area was transferred from the Federal District Commissioners to
the NPS on August 10, 1933.  President’s Park is surrounded on three sides by historic
districts and buildings that are part of the downtown commercial and governmental sec-
tors.  The southern boundary of President’s Park is not connected to the downtown com-
mercial sector.  Rather, it continues south to form the north/south axis across the Mall
between the White House and the Jefferson Memorial.  A complex urban street network
surrounds President’s Park, and connects the area to the rest of the Washington region.

Public parking, both metered and unmetered, is provided on the streets surrounding
President’s Park.  In addition, after 3:00 p.m. on weekdays and on evenings and week-
ends, public parking is provided within President’s Park on the roadways surrounding
the Ellipse.  On weekdays until 3:00 p.m. on the roadways surrounding the Ellipse,
parking is by permit only and is limited to employees of the Office of the President and
the other federal agencies located within the area boundaries.  Additional public parking
is provided in a number of nearby off-street parking garages.

In addition to serving as the headquarters of the Executive Branch of the Federal
Government, the White House and the surrounding President’s Park are major visitor
attractions in their own right.  The White House Visitor Center is located in the north end
of the Department of Commerce building at 1450 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW.  The Visitor
Center is open daily throughout the year between 7:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.  The White
House Visitor Center is closed on Thanksgiving Day, December 25, and January 1.  The
White House itself is open for tours from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Tuesdays through
Saturdays.  The tours are subject to cancellation when official events are occurring at the
site.  Annual visitation is approximately 1.2 million.  The highest visitation levels are
observed in March, April, June, July, October and December, with the lowest visitation
during the months of January and February.
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The NPS has recently completed the preparation of a Comprehensive Design Plan for the
White House and President’s Park.  This is the first such comprehensive plan prepared for
the White House.  It outlines a series of recommendations designed to both preserve the
historical integrity of the White House and President’s Park while accommodating the
needs of the Office of the Presidency in the 21st century.

���� 2.0 Existing ATS

As would be expected for a major tourist attraction located in the center of a major
metropolitan area such as Washington, D.C., there are a variety of existing Alternative
Transportation Systems (ATS) available for visitor use.  These range from the regional
Metrorail and Metrobus pubic transportation systems, to privately operated tour bus
services (both local and intercity), to privately owned and operated taxicabs, and the NPS
concessionaire Tourmobile operation.  The fares charged for the use of these services vary
widely, from a base boarding fare of $1.00 for the local Metrobus routes, to as much as $20
for an unlimited multiple stop boarding and alighting daily pass on the Tourmobile.

���� 3.0 ATS Needs

In discussions with NPS staff, the major ATS-related issue identified was how to enhance
smooth and convenient visitor access to President’s Park while still maintaining a high
level of security for the President of the United States.  These issues are complicated fur-
ther by the presence of major traffic carrying streets around and through the site.

It was noted that the 1995 closure of Pennsylvania Avenue between 15th and 17th Streets
was a “restriction of public vehicular traffic.”  This action was a security requirement
resulting from a security review of the White House conducted by the U.S. Department of
the Treasury.  This action has created some additional accessibility problems for elderly
and disabled visitors to the White House.  Over the past few years, a gasoline-powered
accessible van was used for the transport of these persons to and from the White House
between 15th and 17th Streets.  The use of an electric vehicle was proposed, but such a
vehicle was never acquired.  The shuttle was not funded for FY 2000 in the NPS operating
budget.  This service has thus been terminated.

Tour bus access to the area is a continuing problem in search of resolution, especially
along the portions of 15th Street between E Street and Constitution Avenue.  The parking
and staging of tour buses is a major unresolved issue in not only this area, but throughout
all of downtown Washington.  While the District of Columbia government is currently
studying this issue, its resolution is not anticipated in the near future.  There are also
major vehicle/pedestrian conflicts along E Street and 15th Street as visitors attempt to
cross these major urban streets to enter the President’s Park area.

The goal of the NPS staff at this location is to provide information to people prior to their
visit on the transportation options that are available to them, and particularly to provide
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information on the effective mass transit options available in the nation’s capital.  The
proposed improvements to the White House Visitor Center that have been recommended
as part of the Comprehensive Design Plan are seen as one way in which this can be
accomplished.

���� 4.0 Basis of ATS Needs

The implementation of the visitor-related elements of the Comprehensive Design Plan for
the White House and President’s Park appear to have the potential to alleviate many of
the transportation-related problems identified above.  In addition to providing expanded
visitor information services, an underground pedestrian corridor will be constructed to
link the Visitor Center with an area adjacent to the White House fence.  This is anticipated
to alleviate many of the currently observed pedestrian/vehicle conflicts on the surface
street system.

Similarly, the implementation of the District of Columbia’s proposed tour bus management
plan would help to resolve the current tour bus parking issues affecting the President’s
Park area.

The lack of an adequate supply of public parking in the area will likely continue to be an
issue for the foreseeable future.  Those visitors who choose not to use public transit
options compete for available on-street and off-street parking.
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